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DEPARTMENT OF GENEALOGY AND FAMILY HISTORY. 

EDITED BY MARY E. CARDWILL, 

318 East Fifth Street, New Albany, Indiana. 

[Queries and answers concerning- ancestors and family history will be 
gladly received.] 

The Poindexter Family. 

THE earliest known records of this family reach back to about 
1250 when Geoffrey and Raoul Poingdestre are listed as 
Norman Huguenot land-owners in the Isle of Jersey. 

The founder of the house of Granville was George Poingdestre, 
who married Geritte, niece of Sir Thomas Ahier. George Poing- 
destre died in 1544, and his eldest son, Edward, married Mar- 
garet, daughter of Clement Messeroy, in 1562. Their eldest son, 
Thomas, born in 1581, married Elizabeth Effard. Their chil- 
dren were Philip, Jacob, George and Rachel. 

George settled in Virginia, 1640 or '50, in the present New Kent 
or Charles City counties. A missing link leaves a blank in the 
family history until about 1700 when John Poindexter was ap- 
pointed by the Governor of Virginia one of the Commissioners 
to organize Louisa county from a part of Hanover county. He 
was also a justice of the peace and a vestryman in Fredricks- 
ville church, and a captain of cavalry. He married Christine 

, and had six children: John 2 , Thomas 2 , William 2 , Joseph 2 , 

Ann 2 who married Slaughter, and Sarah 2 who married 



Tyron. Thomas 2 married Lucy Jones, daughter of Gabriel 
Jones, of Culpepper county. Thomas's 2 will, probated July 15, 
1796, names the following children: John 3 , Gabriel 3 , Thomas 3 , 
Robert 3 , James 3 , Richard 3 , George 3 , Elizabeth 3 , Lucy 3 and Molly 3 . 
John 3 married three times, became a celebrated Baptist preacher 
and was clerk of Louisa county, Virginia, for thirty years. 
James 3 , a farmer in Louisa county, married twice and left one 
son, Dr. James 4 Poindexter, of Charlottesville. Thomas 3 , a farm- 
er at Green Springs, Virginia, married and left many children. 
Richard 3 married a Miss Maer, and moved to North Carolina, 
where he became a most distinguished Baptist minister. He 
left one son, Abraham* Maer Poindexter. Robert 3 settled in 
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Kentucky. Some of his descendents are found in Vevay, Indiana. 
George 3 moved to Mississippi, soon became prominent as a law- 
yer, was a member of the Territorial Legislature, Delegate to 
Congress and Judge of Supreme Court. In 1820 he was elected 
Governor of the State and later was United States Senator for 
many years. Gabriel 3 , ancestor of most of the Indiana Poin- 
dexters, was born in Louisa county, Virginia, May 8, 1758, and 
died in Clark county, Indiana, August 28, 1831. He was a soldier 
of the Revolution, Virginia Line, Continental Establishment. 
He married Mary Swift, said to have been a relative of Dean 
Swift, and some years later, about the beginning of the nine- 
teenth century, emigrated to Kentucky, where he lived near 
Lexington for ten or twelve years, when he moved to New Al- 
bany, Indiana, in which place his wife died in 1820. The fami- 
ly then moved to Clark county, Indiana, near Sellersburg. 

The children of Gabriel 3 Poindexter and Mary Swift Poin- 

dexter were Merriwether 4 , born ; killed in the battle of the 

River Raisin. Cleviars 4 , born 1797, in Virginia; married Nan- 
cy Holland, May 22, 1823. Elizabeth*, born 1801, in Kentucky; 
married John Adams, of Clark county, Indiana, December 1, 
1827; died March 23, 1866. Moses 1 , died young. Lucy 4 , 
married Mr. Underwood, of Kentuck}'. Harriet 4 , married Felix 
Lane. Margaret 4 , married John Hancock, October 20, 1839. 
Polly 4 , married John Greene. John 4 , died young. Catherine 4 , 
died young. 

Cleviars 4 married Nancy Holland, born in Virginia, May 22, 
1823. Their children were: Moses 3 , born 1824. Married (1) 
Sally Littell, August 22, 1844; (2) Anna Littell, November 
19, 1864. Died 1895; left five children. He was a man of ability 
and prominence and was State Senator. Elizabeth 5 , born 
1825. Married David Hay, September 4, 1844. Gabriel 5 , born 
1827. Married Mary F. Willey, February 5, 1851. He was 
Captain of Company H, Thirty-eighth Indiana Regiment, in 
the Civil War. He died in 1890. His children were Fountin 6 , 
Charles 6 , Harry 6 , Bertha 6 , Mary 6 and Frank 3 , all prominent peo- 
ple in Jeffersonville and vicinity. George 5 , born 1829. Mar- 
ried Amanda Anson. Randall 5 , born 1831. Married (1) 

Helen Root; (2) Julia . Was a surgeon in the Civil War. 

Died 1890. John 5 , born 1833. Married Margaret . Was 
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also a surgeon in the Civil War. Margaret 5 , born 1836. 
Married (1) Absalom Sellers, November 13, 1854; (2) John 
Eisman. Died 1892. 

Elizabeth 4 , daughter of Gabriel Poindexter, married John 
Adams, December 21, 1827, in Clark county, but soon after 
moved to New Albany, where she died. Children of John and 
Elizabeth Adams were: John Quincey 5 , born March 31, 1829; died 
April 19, 1903. Albert 5 , born December 11, 1830; died De- 
cember 15, . Thomas 5 , born September 7, 1832; married 

Margaret Hansborough. Died August, 1895. Had two daugh- 
ters: Molly 6 , married George Slaughter, of Kentucky; and 
Bessie 6 . Mary 5 , born May 7, 1834; married Jacob Miller. 
William Newton 5 , born 1836; died 1837. Elizabeth 5 , born 
November 23, 1838; married John O. Greene; has one child, 
Alice 6 . George Wesley 5 , born July 16, 1842. 



TAYLOR'S STEAM PRINTING MACHINE. 

THIS number of the Journal is printed on an elegant Steam 
Printing Machine just put up for us by Mr. A. B. Taylor, 
of New York — the patentee. The machine and the engine by 
which it is propelled (which, in fact, is a part of the machine 
itself), is the most complete of the kind now in use. The boiler 
which supplies the engine with steam is about the size of a pork 
barrel, and only requires an eighth of a cord of wood to run it 
ten hours! The machine itself is capable of throwing off three 
thousand sheets per hour, though the usual rate of working it 
at our office will be at the rate of two thousand an hour, requir- 
ing but one hand to feed it! It has attracted great attention, 
and we invite all who may wish to see it to call at our Press 
room and gratify their curiosity. 

This extraordinary facility will enable us to keep our columns 
open much longer than heretofore, so that our subscribers will 
get all the news received by us up to the hour of publication. 

This enterprise has been accomplished at a great expense, and 
we confidently look to the Whigs of the State to increase our cir- 
culation in such manner as will afford us ample remuneration. — 
From Indiana State Journal {weekly ed.'), June 22, 184.J. 



